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The Next Step

Since 2023, the Georgian Bay 
Geopark has pursued a broad, 
region-wide consultation and 
assessment process 

With resources now moving to 
comprehensive engagement 
and outreach around the Bay

Eventual goal to achieve 
UNESCO designation



Part of a Global 
Network

Sharing lessons 
learned with more 
than 200 Global 
Geoparks



Presentation 
Objectives

Concerns have been 
raised and we are listening
Misinformation sourced to 
one person’s campaign 
We are here to correct the 
record, and invite further 
dialogue
Offer engagement in 
planning a Geopark



Who Are We?

Concerned citizens, 
largely volunteer

Non-profit, non-
regulatory and voluntary 
initiative



Why Such a Large 
Area?

One continuous freshwater 
landscape of bays, islands, and 
channels — sharing water, 
species, contamination 
pathways, and ecological fate

The full globally significant 
geological story



A Basin Under 
Threat
Rapid expansion of the 
Greater Toronto Area, 
Intensifying climate 
change, 
Pollution and invasive 
species,
Biodiversity loss, 
Overtourism,
Absence of coordinated, 
data-driven regional 
planning.



ESA: Water sources 

Secondary
Watershed TertiaryWatershed

Northern Lake 
Huron

1 St. Marys River 
2 Thessalon River
3 Lower Mississagi River 
4 Blind River - Serpent River 
5 Spanish River 
6 Vermilion River
7 Killarney Lakelands and Headwaters

Wanipitai River and 
French River

8 Lower Wanapitei River
9 French River 

Eastern Georgian 
Bay

10 Magnetawan River 
11 Muskoka River 
12 Severn River - Lake Simcoe
13 Nottawasaga River 

Eastern Lake 
Huron 14 Southwest Georgian Bay 

Lake Huron
15 Bruce Peninsula
16 Manitoulin Island



ESA: Water sources 

Secondary
Watershed TertiaryWatershed

Northern Lake 
Huron

1 St. Marys River 
2 Thessalon River
3 Lower Mississagi River 
4 Blind River - Serpent River 
5 Spanish River 
6 Vermilion River
7 Killarney Lakelands and Headwaters

Wanipitai River and 
French River

8 Lower Wanapitei River
9 French River 

Eastern Georgian 
Bay

10 Magnetawan River 
11 Muskoka River 
12 Severn River - Lake Simcoe
13 Nottawasaga River 

Eastern Lake 
Huron 14 Southwest Georgian Bay 

Lake Huron
15 Bruce Peninsula
16 Manitoulin Island



What Do We 
Intend to Do?

Create an educational platform 
to promote responsible 
geotourism, destination 
stewardship and sustainable 
community development for a 
region we all love 

Provide interpretation of the 
unique globally significant 
geoheritage



Indigenous 
Leadership and 
Engagement

A structural pillar of the 
project since inception
Foundational principles 
established under 
Indigenous guidance and 
leadership
Launching 
comprehensive 
Indigenous led outreach 
and engagement



Better Tourism Management

Team of volunteer tourism professionals working 
expressly to counter the threats of mass/overtourism

Developing tools to educate and influence tourism 
stakeholders, provide access to resources to adopt 
sustainable approaches 





Supporting 
Conservation

Envision 2030 a data, monitoring, 
and planning platform — not a 
regulatory or enforcement 
instrument

Open-source geospatial analytics 
platform integrating Indigenous 
traditional knowledge, watershed 
data, and ecosystem mapping

Global model for holistic ecoregional 
stewardship



Fill the Governance 
Gaps

Need basin wide knowledge, 
engagement and governance

Need to mitigate the cumulative 
pressures degrading and threatening the 
region. 

Create a governance structure built on 
stewardship, local identity, science, and 
accountability.



A Governance 
Structure With 
Credibility

Legally recognized 
management body 
accountable to UNESCO 
revalidation.



The Value of UNESCO Designation

73%

Decline in wildlife 
populations in 

surrounding non-
designated landscapes 

over 50 years

½

Rate of habitat 
degradation inside 

designated sites vs. 
unprotected landscapes

1st

Designated sites are the 
primary global platform 

for translating biodiversity 
& climate commitments 

into action



Benefits to the 
Archipelago
• Consistence in governance and 

knowledge across entire basin
• Tools to stimulate geotourism and 

better tourism management
• More science-based decision 

making
• Understanding climate change 

impacts and mitigation options
• Data to make better planning 

decisions
• More strategic protected area 

development
• Turning issues into action



Thank you! 

We will continue to 
engage as we explore 
this idea
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